New M exico Vaccine Exemption Laws

New M exico Statutes
CHAPTER 24. HEALTH AND SAFETY
ARTICLE 5. IMMUNIZATION

24-5-1. Immunization regulations.

The public health division of the department ofltreahall, after consultation with the state
board of education, promulgate rules and regulatgoverning the immunization against
diseases deemedbe dangerous to the public health, to be requfexhildren attending publi
private, home or parochial schools in the state ifimunizations required and the manner and
frequency of their administration shall confornrécommendations of the advisory committee
on immunkation practices of the United States departmeheafth and human services and
American academy of pediatrics. The public healNfstbn shall supervise and secure the
enforcement of the required immunization program.

24-5-2. Unlawful to enroll in school unimmunized; unlawful to refuseto per mit
immunization.

It is unlawful for any student to enroll in schawolless he has been immunized, as required
under the rules and regulations of the health sesuilivision of the health and environment
department [department of health], and can prosatsfactory evidencef such immunizatior
Provided that, if he produces satisfactory evidesfdeaving begun the process of
immunization, he may enroll and attend school ag ks the immunization process is being
accomplished in the prescribed manner. It is unl&éar any parent to refuse or neglect to h:
his child immunized, as required by this sectianiess the child is properly exempted.

24-5-3. Exemption from immunization.

A.  Any minor child through his parent or guamimay file with the health authority charged
with the duty of enforcing the immunization laws:

(1) acertificate of a duly licensed physicsating that the physical condition of the
child is such that immunization would seriouslylanger the life or health of the child;
or

(2) affidavits or written affirmation from aofficer of a recognized religious
denomination that such child's parents or guasdaae bona fide members of a
denomination whose religious teaching requireégamek upon prayer or spiritual means
alone for healing; or

(3) affidavits or written affirmation from hgarent or legal guardian that his religious
beliefs, held either individually or jointly withtleers, do not permit the administratior
vaccine or other immunizing agent.

B. Upon filing and approval of such certificagdfidavits or affirmation, the child is exempt

from the legal requirement of immunization for aipé not to exceed nine months on the basis
of any one certificate, affidavits or affirmation.
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24-5-4. Superintendent; duty to report.

It is the duty of each school superintendent, wéeth a public, private or parochial school, to
cause to be prepared a record showing the regum@dnization status of every child enrolled

in or attending a school under his jurisdictione3é records must be kept current and available
to the public health authorities. The name of aanept or guardian who neglects or refuses to
permit his child to be immunized against disease®quired by rules and regulatic

promtlgated hereunder shall be reported by the schgarsuendent to the director of the
health services division of the health and envirenhdepartment [department of health].

24-5-5. Who may immunize; who must pay.

The immunization required by Chapter 24, ArticlSMSA 1978 may be done by any health
care provider who holds a license or certificatespant to state law that authorizes him to
immunize. If the parents are unable to pay, the umzation shall be provided by the public
health division of the department of health. Thpatement shall undertake every effort to
obtain federal funding to implement the departnsantmunization program. No public health
employee may receive any fee for immunization serifithe service is compensated for by the
public health division. Local school boards maytdbuate toward the cost of materials e
supplies for immunizations.

24-5-6. Penalty.

Violation of any provisions relating to the immuaion of school children is a misdemeanor.
24-5-7. Immunization registry; creation.

The department of health, in conjunction with tlienlan services department, shall establish
and maintain a state immunization registmhe registry shall be a single repository of aate

complete and current immunization records to addydinate and promote effective and cost-
efficient disease prevention and control efforts.

24-5-8. Reporting.

Physicians, nurses, pharmacists and other heatttpcaviders may report on immunization to
the immunization registry unless the patient, erghtient's guardian if the patient is a minor,
refuses to allow reporting of this information.

24-5-9. Access.

Access to the information in the immunization régishall be limited to primary care
physicians, nurses, pharmacists, managed care orgamgaschool nurses and other
appropriate health care providers or public heattfities as determined by the secretary of

health; provided that a managed care organizatiah e entitled to access information only
for its enrollees.

24-5-10. Use.

The information contained in the immunization réyishall be used for the following
purposes:
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A. to ensure that the registrants receiveelbmmended immunizations in a timely manner
by providing access to the registrant's immunizaterord,;

B. to improve immunization rates by facilitaginotice to registrants of overdue or upcoming
immunizations; and

C. to control communicable diseases by asgistithe identification of individuals who require
immediate immunization in the event of a diseadéreak.

24-5-11 Rules.

The secretary of health shall adopt rules for themunization registry pursuant to the
Immunization Act [24-5-1 NMSA 1978] concerning todlowing:

A. the implementation and maintenance of the reg
B. requirements for content and sulsigs of reports of immunization to the regis

C. procedures for the patient, or the pasgudtrent or guardian if the patient is a
minor, to decline to participate in the registry;

D. procedures for the registrant, or the teaig's parent or guardian if the registrant
is a minor, to review and correct information @néd in the registry;

E. procedures for the registrant, or the tem's parent or guardian if the registrant
is a minor, to withdraw consent for participatanany time and to remove information
from the registry;

F. limits on and methods of access to thestggby those authorized to gain access;
and

G. procedures for managed care organizatmobtain summary statistics of
immunization information on managed care orgdiimanembers from the registry.

24-5-12. Obligations.

Nothing in the immunization registry is intendecaftect the obligations of persons to h:
their children immunized pursuant to the ImmunizatAct [24-5-1 NMSA 1978].

24-5-13. Rights.

Nothing in the Immunization Ac24-5-1NMSA 1978] shall preclude the right of the patjesr
the patient's parent or guardian if the patieat msinor, to claim exemption from immunization
as defined in Section 24-5-3 NMSA 1978; nor shajithing in the Immunization Act require
such patient to be included in the immunizationgteg if the patient, or the patient's parent or
guardian if the patient is a minor, objects on grounds, including that such registry conflicts
with the religious belief of the patient, or theipat's parent or guardian if the patient is a
minor.
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24-5-14. Participation.

No health care provider shall discriminate in argyvagainst a person solely because thaqoeelect
not to participate in the immunization registry.

24-5-15. Liability

Any person reporting, receiving, using or disclgsinformation to or from the immunization
registry as authorized by the Immunization Act R4-NMSA 1978] or by any rule adopted
pursuant to that act shall not be liafor civil damages of any kind connected with such
submission, use or disclosure of immunization imfation.

Source: New Mexico Legislature. (2009, January[viywdocument] URL.
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll?f=tengd&fn=main-h.htm&2.0
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